History of sleeping sickness (African trypanosomiasis).
Infections with subspecies of the protozoan parasite Trypanosoma brucei cause important wasting diseases in Africa (nagana in cattle and sleeping sickness in humans). These diseases were little known until the end of the nineteenth century when serious epidemics of nagana were reported and raised concern among the colonial powers. The early history of sleeping sickness revolves around the discovery of the causative organism, its mode of transmission,and its life cycle in the tsetse fly. The history continues into the twentieth century with the discovery of how the parasites evade the immune response, frustrating the development of a vaccine; the failure to develop cheap and effective drugs; and the development of alternative approaches to control the tsetse fly vector.